Transfiguration of
Our Lord
February 14, 2021
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’
baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of
his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’
baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit
descending and hears the words from heaven.
But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the
same words naming him God’s Beloved. As
believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see
the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same
God who created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light
of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to
see.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
HYMN

“Thy Strong Word”
Please sing the hymn or pray the verse.
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; at thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee, while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, dark as night and deep as death,
broke the light of thy salvation, breathed thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Those present may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth: wide
oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers — the Pacific Ocean, the Puget Sound,
the Skokomish River.
You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. Your Son
was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.
You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth.

Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. Renew us in your promise so that we may
serve this world in all its need; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN

“Thy Strong Word”
Please sing the hymn or pray the verse.
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; bright with thine own holiness,
glorious now, we press toward glory, and our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray … Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop
into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN

“Thy Strong Word”
Please sing the hymn or pray the verse.
God the Father, light-creator, to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten, praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever praise the holy Trinity!
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House
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FIRST READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through
Christian ministry.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 50:1-6
The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God shines forth in glory.
Our God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
God calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the judgment of the people.
“Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, for it is God who is judge.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

As people who are searching and longing for the good news, we proclaim:
Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

The Gospel of Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah
with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did
not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the

cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

HYMN

“Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair“
Please sing the hymn or pray the verses.
Oh, wondrous image, vision fair of glory that the church may share,
which Christ upon the mountain shows, where brighter than the sun he glows!
With Moses and Elijah nigh the incarnate Lord holds converse high,
and from the cloud, the Holy One says, "This is my beloved Son."
With shining face and bright array, Christ deigns to manifest today
what glory shall be theirs above who joy in God with perfect love.
And faithful hearts are raised on high by this great vision's mystery;
for which in joyful song we raise the voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
O Father, with the eternal Son, and Holy Spirit, ever one,
we pray you, bring us by your grace to see your glory face to face.
Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
One License.net A-708655 and CCLI #2746232.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all
who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains,
clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our
stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness
to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day, especially people and families affected by Covid –19, , that Christ
our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into
consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be
with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around
and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit your servants into the one body of
your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon Brad, Diane, Dave, Raelene, Sarah Linda, Jim,
Cheri and Michelle in their commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give them courage,
patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world
and of service to others in the name of Jesus. For God’s grace and Spirit to fill their lives, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their
labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered as one in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter keep you in peace.
Amen.

HYMN

“Beautiful Savior”
Please sing the hymn or pray the verse.
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine!
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

