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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and 
brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who 
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, 
dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the 
Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 
 
 
 

HYMN “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 
Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray … Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land 
in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
  making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
   it shall not return to me empty, 
   but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
  

Word of God.  Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HYMN “The Trees of the Field” 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace, 
 and the mountains and the hills will break forth before you. 

 There’ll be shouts of joy and all the trees of the field will clap, will clap their hands. 
 

 And all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
 The trees of the field will clap their hands. 
 The trees of the field will clap their hands, 

 while you go out with joy. 
 

Text: Steffi Geiser Rubin 
© 1975 Lillenas Publishing Company, admin. The Copyright Company. All rights reserved. International © secured. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable 
to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and val-
ues in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,  so that the just requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 



those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Word of God.  Word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good    
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news 
produces different results in those who hear. 
 

The Gospel of Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  Such great crowds       
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach.  And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.    

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;  yet such a person has no root, but       
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears 
the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields  
nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and       
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 



HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “BUILD US UP, LORD” 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; set in us a strong foundation. 
Lead us to do your holy will; form and shape your new creation. 
Build us up, Lord, build us up; as we guide and teach each other, 

help us to share your love with the world: ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother. 
 

Refrain 
Growing in Christ, we plant seeds for the kingdom; 

we follow in faith what's begun! 
Lord, set in our hearts the pow'r of your word to spread the news of your Son! 

 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; let our lives reflect your glory. 
Cast away all our doubts and fears; help us tell the world your story. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; help us bear good fruit for you, 
Lord, give us vision and keep us sure. Grant us faith that's steadfast and true.   Refrain 

 

Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952 
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 
and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 
share. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands 
in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 
stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 
We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 
lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need, especially those we name in our hearts before you ...  
For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For 
those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have   
planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our        
ministries  and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered as one in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator,  Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 
 

Light dawns on a weary world 
when eyes begin to see all people's dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes. 
 

Refrain 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

(continued on next page) 



Love grows in a weary world 
when hungry hearts find bread and children's dreams are fed. 

Love grows in a weary world: the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

Hope blooms in a weary world 
when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 
 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 


