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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through 
the  Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his 
disciples of every generation. As Pentecost 
draws near, we are reminded that the risen 
Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We 
receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in 

our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen 
Christ in the world. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 

HYMN  —   “To Be Alive” 
                                 Larry Olson and David Lee Brown 

 
Refrain: To be alive is to life the love that is alive in God’s saving Son  

 who brought us back from a life of death to be alive. (repeat) 
 

1. 
There is nothing I can do to save me. Only God carries me home. 

 So we live mercy, hope and freedom, loving another to be whole. R/ 
 

2. 
Join the singing, join the celebration, Jesus lives, we are restored. 

 Love alive, giving and forgiving, loving another to be whole. R/ 
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WELCOME & INVOCATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 



GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray … Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the 
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or 
Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and 
earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’    What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands,  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  From one ancestor he made all nations to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.  For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

Word of God.  Word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 



Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 
 In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments 
and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the  Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that    
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  —   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 
 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 
Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 

         Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
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HOMILY 
 
 



HYMN 
Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 

 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden 
your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our       
living. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, 
glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures — the Skokomish River, the 
Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the      
oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who suffer 
in any way, especially those dealing with the effects of the Covid 19 virus. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal        
promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and            
imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints 
who have gone before us. Unite us forever in your final victory over death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your   
eternal care; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray … Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make 
of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives; a little bread and wine, but all of your 
body and blood. Feed us again in your love. Prepare us to be sent out empowered by your 
Spirit, setting people free through your forgiveness, sharing our gifts of ourselves, our time 
and our possessions for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
 

WE PREPARE FOR HOLY COMMUNION IN THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior        
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith:     
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered as one in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the feast. Open yourselves to receive Jesus’ love for you, for the gifts of God are   
FOR ALL! 
 

We share the bread and wine together as we share the elements with all present: 
 
 

The body of Christ given for you.    The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you in faith and life and keep you in 
his grace and peace.   
Amen. 
 

COMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray … Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. 
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts 
of Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever.    
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL   
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Go in peace. Share the good news.   
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


