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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter,  
today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. 
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, 

called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we 
bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 
 
 

HYMN  —   “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
 

Please either sing the hymn or pray the verse speaking out loud. 

 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face; 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace. 
 
 
WELCOME & INVOCATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray … Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen 
life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



FIRST READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy   
people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into           
salvation — if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in 
scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

Word of God.  Word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN: “Beautiful Savior” 
 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,  
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. 

 

Beautiful Savior, lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! 
 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

 



GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom 
God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me.  In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  And you know 
the way to the place where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, you will know 
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Do you not believe that  
I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.   I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.   If in my name you ask me for anything,   
I will do it.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  —   “You Are The Way”  
 

Please either sing the verses of the hymn or pray them speaking out loud. 
 

You are the way; to you alone from sin and death we flee; 
all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free. 

 

You are the truth; your word alone true wisdom can impart; 
Your love—oh what a gift divine!  You purify the heart. 

 

You are the life; the rending tomb proclaims your conqu'ring arm; 
and those who put their trust in you not death shall ever harm. 

 

You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to know, 
that truth to keep, that life to live, in peace and joy to go. 

 

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.       One License.net A-708655 and CCLI #2746232. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually 
strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for new 
congregations and those in redevelopment and transition. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world you 
have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces 
that both destroy and create. In this time of the Covid-19 virus, let us see the healing you can 
bring and the care we need to give for each other and this earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other organizations as 
they prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many    
troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens, especially for 
those who grieve deaths of loved ones, loss of employment and business, and isolation from 
community living. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe pregnancies 
of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We give 
thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember all for whom this day is diffi-
cult. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take hold of 
the promise of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your   
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray … Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make 
of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives; a little bread and wine, but all of your 
body and blood. Feed us again in your love. Prepare us to be sent out empowered by your Spir-
it, setting people free through your forgiveness, sharing our gifts of ourselves, our time and our 
possessions for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. Amen. 



WE PREPARE FOR HOLY COMMUNION IN THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give    
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our    
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in      
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith:     
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered as one in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the feast. Open yourselves to receive Jesus’ love for you, for the gifts of God are   
FOR ALL! 
 

We share the bread and wine together as we share the elements with all present: 
 
 

The body of Christ given for you.    The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
 

 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you in faith and life and keep you in 
his grace and peace.  
Amen. 
 

COMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray … Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. 
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts 
of Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever.    
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL   
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


