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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
Ley us pray … Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 
servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with 
their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL — Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,   
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them                    
immediately.”   
 

This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  
 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



HYMN OF THE DAY  —  Please either sing the melody and verses of the hymn, or pray them   
  silently, using the refrain, then a verse, then a refrain through the hymn. 

HOMILY 
 

Silence for reflection … 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you from whom angels hide their faces, you made your way to be with us  
sinners. You are King of kings, yet you humbled yourself to bear our flesh. You shine with   
heavenly glory, yet you lowered yourself into our darkness. You glow with moral purity, yet 
you absorbed all our evil into your holy being and did not pass evil back. We join our voices 
with the Palm Sunday crowd to say, “Hosanna! Save us!”  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



Lord Jesus Christ, we live in a frightening world, menaced by a tiny virus we cannot see and 
cannot see coming. Some of us are sick. Some of us have been sick. Some of us will be sick.    
All of us are afraid of being sick. Lord Jesus Christ, hosanna. Save us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you entered our world as a helpless babe. We pray today for the babies of 
the world who cannot do for themselves, for the elderly, who can now do so much less for 
themselves, for people with disabilities, for the unlettered, the unheard, the unmentioned,  
the unmentionable. Lord Jesus Christ, hosanna. Save us.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, come into our lives, we pray. Shine on us with ever-
lasting light. Rain on us with unceasing bounty. Blow on us with life-giving love. Settle on us 
with refreshing dew. Shine on us, rain on us, blow on us, settle on us. O Lord Jesus Christ,   
Savior of the world, come into our lives today. We need you. Hosanna. Save us. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them 
to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

WE PREPARE FOR HOLY COMMUNION IN THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in    
the gift of baptism, we may  come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of      
angels, with  the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:    SANCTUS 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith:     
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered as one in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it, for the gifts of God are  
FOR ALL! 
 
 

We share the bread and wine together as we share the elements with all present: 
 

The body of Christ given for you.   
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
 
 



BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you in faith and life and keep you in 
his grace and peace.    
Amen. 
 

COMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray … Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
daily pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY WEEK 
St. Paul uses an early Christian hymn, as he writes in the letter to the Philippians, to help us 
comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord over 
all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our 
own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 
 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. 
 

 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, bless you, unbind you,  
and keep you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.   
Thanks be to God. 


