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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new!
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to
everyone. We gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in
the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and
grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. (May the use of
the word “We” throughout this liturgy remind you that you are not alone either in worship or
in this journey through these days.)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into a bowl. Listen for the sounds of water turning from trickle into a
“waterfall” of grace that is baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the
Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded
side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. We praise you for your
salvation through water, for the water in this bowl, baptismal fonts, and for all water
everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the
life only you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY —
Please either sing the verses of the hymn or pray them speaking out loud.

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray … O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every
day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
PSALM 118
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”
The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim
the good news: Jesus is risen!
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of
his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

Silence for meditation ...
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies
whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and
greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your
cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful,
the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence. Keep us and heal us,
especially in this time of the Covid 19 experience. Bring us your healing and peace in these
days of sickness, death and isolation. May we praise you for the life you give us in Jesus, our
risen Savior, that we are free from fear, freed for living, and hopeful of that time when soon
we will return to community living and worshipping. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We
remember those who have died and have gone before us to eternal rest in you. Inspire us
to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your
eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
WE PREPARE FOR HOLY COMMUNION IN THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we proclaim
the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered as one in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it, for the gifts of God
are FOR ALL!
We share the bread and wine together as we share the elements with all present:
The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you in faith and life and keep you in
his grace and peace.
Amen.
COMISSIONING PRAYER
Let us pray … Life-giving God,
you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have
opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today!”
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