
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 29, 2020 

 
Invocation 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray … Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to 
new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm 130 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
O LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  
 
Meditation – “A Parable on a Parable” – (A current take on Ezekiel 37:1-14) 
 
The Lord reached down and grabbed me, one day, and brought me to the church 
parking lot; it was an empty place. The Lord led me around the available spaces 
and over the parking bumpers to look at each one, and I counted.  There were    
61 spaces in all, and not a car or a truck, or even a bicycle in sight. They were each 
and all vacant, unoccupied, unused. 
 
The Lord said to me, “Preacher, can these parking places be filled again?” And I 
said, “O God, only you know the answer to that.”  



The Lord said, ”Go to the middle of the parking lot, and say to the parking lot - O 
empty spaces, hear the Word of the Lord.  God says, I will bring back the 
Chevrolet and the Ford, the Toyota and Mazda, the pickup and the van, the 
antique and motorcycle.” 
 

So I spoke to the parking lot as I had been told, and nothing happened. There was 
a noise of a passing car, but it went on by. And a plane flew overhead, but it 
wouldn’t land in a small place like this. I was so disappointed. I thought if God had 
told me to do these things, everything would change right away, and the parking 
lot would be full, and the people would return with laughing and hugs, greetings 
for old friends and new, coffee makers brewing and cakes and cookies being 
placed on platters. I thought there would be music playing and choirs singing and 
bells ringing. 
 
But all that didn’t happen, and I was disappointed in God.   
 

 
Then God said to me, “Preacher, I am not disappointed in you.  You and your 
friends are experiencing a time of fear and trembling, a time of wonder and 
loneliness, and you can’t see the end of it right now.    
 
Trust me. I hear what you are saying.  You are saying that your church pews are 
empty, the parking spaces vacant and that you are hungry for gathering again. 
You are saying it’s time for the isolation to end and the social distance to be over, 
for the masks to be put away and the virus to go away.  You are saying the shelves 
of grocery stores should be full again, that people should return to their jobs and 
that above all the economy should be charged up. 
 
All of those things are good. All of them. But you are missing the point.  I am 
inviting you to see and to believe that I am with you and that I love you even in 
the middle of the bad things happening around you, and that my love will see you 
through anything and that my love is sufficient for all your needs. 
You shall know that I am the Lord as you share my love with one another, as you 
reach out in care for one another, and as you let go of your fear and trust me to 
bring about the new life that I have given you in Jesus, my Son.  
 
You shall know that I love you as I change your isolation into community once 
again, and as I renew your spirit within you. 



Don’t be disappointed in me that I am not acting fast enough for you.  Trust in me 
that all things will come together in my peace.  Do not lose hope. Speak to me out 
of the depths of your feelings – I care for you.  Pray about your experiences and 
needs – I will answer.  
 
Forget the empty parking spaces and the vacant pews.  That’s not what being my 
people is all about.  Instead, celebrate my gifts of love and life that are new every 
day.  Be generous in sharing, abundant in kindness and fearless in believing. This 
is the fullness of being the body of Christ in the world.  
 
Soon, soon, this will be over. 
 

Until then, remember, I am with you and I love you, always. You can count on 
that, says the Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your 
Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your work 
of salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation 
suffers. Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by 
storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters (especially). Bring all 
things to new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: 
those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to 
finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. 
Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by 
anxiety, despair, or pain. Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who 
struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate 
with our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors, especially Food on 
the First. Strengthen our ties with other local congregations, agencies, and 
services. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and 
trust that, in you, they will live again (especially). Breathe new life into our dry 
bones, that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

 
Dismissal 

Remain in God’s peace. When you are afraid, trust God and Share the good 
news: Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. 


